Syllabus for World History
Phone:  (410) 632-5270
Email – mhshumate@mail.worcester.k12.md.us         
Course Overview

World History is a Maryland State Department of Education required course, which means that you must take and pass this class in order to graduate.  We will be examining the major turning points and developments in history from approximately 1300 to the present day.  We will also be exploring world cultures, religions, and beliefs as well as geography and economics throughout the instruction.  You will be required to read, write, cut, paste, draw, act, and most importantly, THINK.  Sometimes there are not right or wrong answers, but opinions must be supported by facts.  We will have many discussions and debates, disagreement is expected, but toleration and civility will be the rule of the day.  Everyone is different, and that is one of the best parts of living in a free society, we can learn from each other.
Grading PolicyPRIVATE 

Quarter Grades

All assignments and exams will be graded on a point system where every assignment is worth a fixed number of points.  Quarter grades are computed by determining the number of points you earned divided by the total number of points the assignment was worth, and multiplied by 100.  For example, if the homework assignment was worth 20 points, and you earned 15 points, 15/20 = .75 x 100 = 75 %.  Your percentage is then compared to the County grading scale:



100% - 90% = A



  89% - 80% = B



  79% - 70% = C



  69% - 60% = D



  Below 60% = F

Because your grades are cumulative from term to term, no grade of lower than a 50% will be reported on the report card, however, the actual grade will be indicated on a progress report that can be accessed on Power School.
Performance Assessment Writing Requirement: 
      In compliance with Worcester County policy, you will be required to complete two Performance Assessments. The first writing assessment will be a three page formal essay, and the second will be a seven page thesis paper.  Some class time will be allotted for these projects, however some time might need be spent on them outside of class.

      These written assessments MUST be completed in order to receive credit for World History. Failure to complete these assessments will result in a grade of “Incomplete” for the period of 3 weeks, at which time the grade will become an “F” at 50%.  

Plagiarism:  According to Perdue University’s Online Writing Lab (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/) , plagiarism is a very serious academic and professional offense.  It states:


You have been made aware of the Worcester County plagiarism policy in homeroom, and it is published in your student agenda/planner.  You WILL be held accountable to that policy in this class.  You need to begin the practice of constantly documenting your work in the MLA format you have been learning in your English and history classes.  Any intent to turn in someone else’s work as your own will not be tolerated.  If you plagiarize your work, you will receive an office referral for academic dishonesty, as well as a grade of “0” for the assignment.
Attendance  The Worcester County attendance policy is in effect for this course.  To summarize:  If you are unexcused absent from this class 5 times in any one marking term, you will receive a 50% for that term.  If you are unexcused absent 6 times in one semester you will receive a 50% for that semester.  If you are absent 10 unexcused absent 10 times in a school year, you will receive a 50% for that school year.  Any work or assignments missed during an unexcused absence will result in a “0” for that assignment or activity. These are County Policies and will be enforced.  End of Story.  

Exams
All students must take mid-term and final exams in order to receive credit for the course.  The final exams count as 20% of your final course grade.

Make – Up Work
· Make-up work must be finished within 5 days or a zero will be received for that assignment.  In extenuating circumstances, an extension will be granted, but after that time expires, there will be no more opportunities for make-up.

· If you are absent the day of a test, you will make arrangements to take the test as soon as practicable upon your return to school so that the rest of the class can get their results. Tests are announced far enough in advance so that you will have time to prepare even if absent.

CLASS RULESPRIVATE 


To avoid confusion, I only have three rules you should follow to avoid unpleasant consequences.

1. RESPECT OTHER PEOPLE AND THEIR PROPERTY.

2. RESPECT YOURSELF.

3. ALL SCHOOL AND COUNTY RULES APPLY.

Class Procedures.  

1. All school and county rules are in effect in this classroom.  This includes the dress code, language, eating, drinking, and latenesses.

2.  Bring your book, notebook, and a writing utensil to class every single day.

3. You are considered late if you are not seated at your desk, ready to begin work when the bell rings.  Come in, sit down, get out your materials.

4. If you must leave class during the period, for any reason, you must have your agenda.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!!  You will then sign out on the clipboard before you leave.

5.  During the first and last 10 minutes of class no one will be excused.

6.  Cell phone use is not permitted.  No exceptions.

7. Sharpen pencils and throw away trash before or after class.

8. Keep your music players and earphones stowed during class..

